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“But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For 
if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror.  

For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like.” 

James 1:22-24 
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INTRODUCTION 

D 
 

 

In recent weeks I’ve been thinking a lot 
about what it means to be made in God’s 
image and what it means to be the light, to 
be a Christian, and to represent Him. 

The Bible tells us we are to reflect the 
character of Christ, and the more time we 
spend with Him, the more we should begin 
to reflect His image.  The more we seek His 
face, the more we should become like Him. 

 
“So all of us who have had that veil 
removed can see and reflect the glory of the 
Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—
makes us more and more like Him as we 
are changed into His glorious image.” 

—2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) 
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So how do we know if we are reflecting 
Him and representing Him appropriately? 

We must first know what Christ looks like 
before we can know if we are reflecting His 
image.  We must first know His character.  
His Word tells us a lot about His character.  
In fact, Psalm 103 alone mentions many of 
His traits. The Bible tells us that Jesus is 
forgiving, merciful and just, kind and gentle, 
faithful, wise, and compassionate.  He is 
patient and long suffering, selfless, quick to 
listen, and slow to anger.  He is honest and 
righteous, meek and humble, and last but 
not least, Christ is love. 

Knowing these characteristics of our 
Lord, our Savior, our God...we must 
examine ourselves and see where we 
stand. 
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FORGIVENESS 
& MERCY 

D 
 

 

First of all, Jesus is forgiving. 
 
“Be kind and compassionate to one 
another; forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.” 

—Ephesians 4:32 
 
Are we forgiving?  Forgiveness consists 

of more than just saying to ourselves and 
others that we forgive someone.  We often 
hear people say “I forgive that person, but I 
will never forget what they did.”  Such a 
statement, however, is not true forgiveness.  
Psalm 103:12 says, “as far as the east is from 
the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.”  So far in fact has 
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He removed our sins that He chooses to 
remember them no more.  That’s right!  He 
chooses, just as we must choose…to forget.  
This is obviously very important as it is 
repeated over and over throughout both 
the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. 
 

“For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more...Their sins 
and lawless acts I will remember no more.” 

—Hebrews 8:12 & 10:17 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 
reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, 
not counting men’s sins against them.” 

—2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

“I, even I, am He who blots out your 
transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more.” 

—Isaiah 43:25 

“…For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.” 

—Jeremiah 31:34 
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God choosing to forgive AND forget is 
part of His great mercy.  Are we merciful? 
Or do we choose to hold others’ 
transgressions against them?  Do we forgive 
and truly let go, releasing the hurt and 
anger, or do we say “I will forgive you, but 
I’ll never forget what you did.”? 

Many of us have trouble letting go of 
past hurts, especially when it comes to our 
spouses. There have been many times 
when Jason and I have said or done 
something hurtful to the other (whether 
intentional or unintentional).  We forgive 
each other, but then later, usually in 
another argument, we bring up the past 
hurts again pointing them out to each 
other.  This is where true forgiveness comes 
in.  

If we have truly forgiven each other, 
then why are we bringing up past wrongs?  
It’s because in truth we are still counting 
them against each other.  We must 
consciously choose to forgive and then let 
go and not bring up past wrongs any 
longer.  Forgiveness is not a feeling.  It’s a 
choice to not count the wrong against a 
person any more. 
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But what if someone did something 
absolutely horrible to us or to our loved 
one?  What if someone hurt our child?  
Sometimes it feels too hard to forgive 
because we feel we just can’t let it go.  In 
some cases we may have been hurt so 
badly that we don’t want to forgive 
someone or we don’t feel they deserve 
forgiveness.  But here again, it’s important 
we remember that forgiving someone 
(including forgiving ourselves) is a choice.  
It’s not based on emotion or whether we 
feel like forgiving. 

When we are finding it very difficult to 
forgive and let go, we must ask God to 
help us.  We must ask Him to change our 
hearts and our minds and help us to forgive 
and let go.  It may take time, but God is 
faithful, and if we make the decision that 
we want to forgive someone and let go 
and ask for His help, He will help us to do so.  
God’s Word gives us a strong incentive to 
make the choice to forgive: 

 
“For if you forgive men when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men 
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their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.” 

—Matthew 6:14,15 
 
At first thought, this fact may seem 

cruel, but it’s important to remember what 
Christ went through on the cross.  His 
suffering was beyond what any of us can 
possibly imagine.  The weight of all the sin of 
the world, the sin of every person past, 
present, and future was placed upon Jesus.  
This includes the weight of our own sins 
against God and others as well as the 
weight of the sins committed against us by 
the very people we may be having trouble 
forgiving. 

Jesus was also ridiculed, spat upon, 
brutally beaten and tortured.  He was 
nailed to the cross.  He poured His blood 
and His love there, and He did it for all of us.  
He was crucified; the propitiation for OUR 
sins.  He died FOR us and BECAUSE of us.  
Had man not sinned, there would have 
been no need for His sacrifice. 

He chose to be that sacrifice for us.  He 
willingly did all that He did and went 
through all He went through for us, and yet 
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we were the ones who deserved to die.  All 
the while as He hung there, forgiveness was 
in His heart, on His mind, and on His lips: 
 

“Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” 

 —Luke 23:34 
 

Remembering Jesus’s willing sacrifice 
and willingness to forgive all of us really 
helps put things in perspective for me.  It 
helps me get back on track if I’m struggling 
to forgive someone or find myself starting to 
dwell on, bring up, or re-live past hurts. 

Are we forgiving?  Are we merciful?  Or 
do we look down our noses at others’ 
mistakes as if we were without sin of our 
own?  I believe that the more we choose to 
forgive and let go, the more easily we will 
be able to forgive in the future, and the less 
judgmental we will be of others.  The Bible 
has a lot to say about people who judge 
others: 
 

“Don’t speak evil against each other, dear 
brothers and sisters.  If you criticize and 
judge each other, then you are criticizing 
and judging God’s law. But your job is to 



14 

obey the law, not to judge whether it applies 
to you.  God alone, who gave the law, is the 
Judge. He alone has the power to save or to 
destroy. So what right do you have to judge 
your neighbor?” 

—James 4:11-12 
 

“Let him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her...they went 
away one by one...Jesus stood up and said 
to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, 
Lord.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I 
condemn you; and from now on sin no 
more.’” 

—John 8:7-11 
 
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For 
in the same way you judge others, you will 
be judged, and with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you. Why do you look at 
the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye 
and pay no attention to the plank in your 
own eye? How can you say to your brother, 
'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' 
when all the time there is a plank in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank 
out of your own eye, and then you will see 
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clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother's eye.” 

—Matthew 7:1-5 
 
The decision to not be judgmental, 

however, does not mean that we should 
just ignore the sins of our brothers and not 
correct them.  In fact He tells us in John 7:24 
to “stop judging by mere appearances and 
make a right judgment.” 

We are to recognize our own weakness 
and sin and correct our brother with a spirit 
of humility, gentleness, and love...not 
superiority. 
 

“Brethren, if any person is overtaken in 
misconduct or sin of any sort, you who are 
spiritual [who are responsive to and 
controlled by the Spirit] should set him right 
and restore and reinstate him, without any 
sense of superiority and with all gentleness, 
keeping an attentive eye on yourself, lest 
you should be tempted also.” 

—Galatians 6:1 [Amplified] 
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PATIENCE & 
LONG SUFFERING 

D 
 

 

Jesus is patient and long suffering, but 
are we? 

One of the easiest ways to determine 
this is to reflect on our behavior and 
attitude when we are in a long line of slow 
moving traffic or when we have been 
waiting 20 minutes in a customer service 
telephone queue after going through an 
automated menu of 50 options only to be 
transferred into another automated menu. 

Yep.  That’s what I’m talking about.  
Patience:  certainly one of my biggest 
struggles and one of Jason’s biggest 
struggles, and probably one of yours as 
well. 
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Looking back, I used to have very little 
patience.  It’s a good thing I didn’t have 
children in my 20’s because I probably 
would not have been a very good mother.  
I just didn’t have the patience for it.  
Thankfully, I have really improved in this 
area thanks to the Lord.  I had to pray and 
ask for His help in this area, and He has 
been faithful.  I still have my moments, 
usually if I’m in pain or seriously stressed, but 
that’s where the long suffering part comes 
in.  Being a missionary in a third world 
country has certainly been a good training 
ground for learning to be long suffering. 

As “opportunities” arise to practice 
patience and long suffering, I try to remind 
myself that they are just that...opportunities 
God gives me to be tested in this area of 
His character.  When I feel it’s more than I 
can bear I try to just take it to Him and ask 
for His help. 

The only way to refine silver and rid it of 
its impurities is in the fire, and that’s what 
God does with us.  He takes us through trials 
and tribulations…opportunities…to be 
refined until we reflect His image. 
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SELFLESSNESS 

D 
 

 

Are you selfless or selfish?  Are you willing 
to give up something you want or need so 
that someone else can have what they 
want or need?  Ladies, are you willing to 
dress in rags, go without tanning, go 
without acrylic nails or highlights in your hair, 
and not have a night out with your 
husband for 6 months if that’s what it takes 
to save enough money to buy presents for 
your kids at Christmas or new school clothes 
for them?  Guys, are you willing to give up 
fishing, hunting, golf, or other sports (either 
participating, attending, or watching on 
cable TV) in order to have more time to 
spend with your wife and kids or to save the 
money to take them on a family vacation? 

Are you willing to give your time and 
money to help people you don’t know?  
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Are you willing to give up your traditional 
Christmas or Thanksgiving plans in order to 
help serve meals to the homeless at a soup 
kitchen? 

Jesus was the most supreme example of 
selflessness imaginable.  Not only would He 
die a cruel and painful death for all of us, 
but He even washed our feet: 

 
“After washing their feet, he put on his robe 
again and sat down and asked, Do you 
understand what I was doing?  You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, 
because that’s what I am.  And since I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash each other’s feet.  I have 
given you an example to follow. Do as I 
have done to you.  I tell you the truth, slaves 
are not greater than their master. Nor is the 
messenger more important than the one 
who sends the message.  Now that you 
know these things, God will bless you for 
doing them.” 

—John 13:12-17 

When Jason and I went to India and Sri 
Lanka early last year, it was our first mission 
experience, and God stretched us both far 
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beyond our comfort zones.  In Sri Lanka, our 
team leader, Shelley, advised us that we 
would be doing a foot washing for the Sri 
Lankan pastors.  All of these pastors were 
male, and in their culture it would not be 
appropriate for females to wash their feet 
alone, so Shelley needed a male to help.  
Jason was the only male on our team, but 
what Shelley didn’t know was that Jason 
had an aversion to feet, so much so that he 
couldn’t stand for me, his own wife, to 
touch him with my feet.  To make matters 
more challenging for him, we and the 
pastors had dirty feet as the ground was 
very dusty and everyone had been walking 
barefoot in the prayer room. 

To wash feet, anyone’s feet, was 
something Jason did not want to do, but he 
did not want to offend anyone.  He could 
have been selfish and refused to 
participate, but he chose to go forward 
with it, and God blessed him so much in the 
process.  As he washed everyone’s feet, 
God moved in his heart, and it was no 
longer a burdensome task.  It became a 
joy, a privilege, and an honor.  He simply 
wanted the best for each person, and as 
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he prayed for each one during the process, 
he was brought to tears.  He wasn’t 
expecting anything in return, but he 
received so much from the selfless act.  It 
was an amazing lesson for both of us. 

Neither one of us are selfless yet though.  
We believe we still have a long way to go.  I 
catch myself several times a week thinking 
selfish thoughts or doing a selfish thing, but 
I’m working to correct those behaviors as 
God continues to reveal to me even the 
smallest way in which I act or think selfishly.  
Just when I think I’m doing pretty good in 
this area, He reveals to me another way in 
which I’ve acted selfishly and gives me the 
opportunity to change. 

Are we willing to put others before 
ourselves without expecting anything in 
return? 
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HUMILITY 

D 
 

 

Another characteristic of our Lord is His 
humility.  Humility generally goes hand-in-
hand with selflessness.  To be humble is to 
have a modest opinion or estimate of one’s 
own importance.  If we’re selfish, then we 
aren’t going to be humble either, because 
the reason we’re selfish is because we 
esteem our needs and wants as more 
important than the needs and wants of 
others! 

Are you a respecter of persons?  When 
you walk into a store, are you more likely to 
hold the door open for a man and woman 
of the same skin color as you or for the 
couple of a different skin color? What 
about someone who is clearly of a different 
religion (based on their clothing)? 
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If you esteem your race, culture, or 
nationality as being more intelligent or 
superior than people of another race, 
culture, or nationality or if you are intolerant 
or hate said people then you have a 
problem with discrimination/racism.  This is 
very much opposite of humility.  The book 
of Romans shows us that God is not a 
respecter of persons. 

When you see people in dirty old 
clothes, with dirty hair, in a dirty beat up 
truck, what is your first thought?  Do you 
think, “Gee I’m sure glad that isn’t me!” or 
“I bet they’re drug dealers!”?  I know 
thoughts like that have passed through my 
mind before, but the Holy Spirit continues to 
convict me when they do, so I can repent 
and start breaking out of that mindset. 

When you see a new person come to 
your church that you’ve heard bad rumors 
about, do you automatically believe what’s 
been told to you and avoid the person 
instead of welcoming them whole 
heartedly? 

Jesus makes His opinion on these 
matters clear in the parable of the Pharisee 
and the Tax Collector. 
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“Then Jesus told this story to some who had 
great confidence in their own righteousness 
and scorned everyone else:  ‘Two men went 
to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, 
and the other was a despised tax collector.  
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed 
this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not 
a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t 
cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t commit 
adultery. I’m certainly not like that tax 
collector!  I fast twice a week, and I give you 
a tenth of my income.’ 

But the tax collector stood at a distance 
and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven 
as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in 
sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, 
for I am a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not 
the Pharisee, returned home justified before 
God. For those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

—Luke 18:9-14 
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HONESTY 

D 
 

 

Are we truthful with ourselves and with 
others?  I’ve always esteemed myself as a 
truthful person, but God has been showing 
me in recent years that I too tell little 
“white” lies, stretch the truth, or 
conveniently leave out information as a 
means of self preservation.  Often times, I 
don’t even realize I’m doing it because I’m 
quite honestly lying to myself. (If that’s not 
an oxymoron, then I don’t know what is!) 

I think being honest with ourselves is 
often harder than being honest with other 
people.  We can convince ourselves that 
something is ok or acceptable even though 
it’s wrong in God’s eyes. 

Have you ever downloaded music or a 
movie from the Internet without paying for 
it?  Is there a copyright law against doing 
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this?  I think most of us have done this at 
some point or another, but hopefully not 
after it was established as illegal. 

What about eating at a buffet and 
telling the restaurant staff that your child is 
11 in order to save money on his meal 
when he’s actually 13?  Or saying your child 
is younger in order to save a lot of money 
at a theme park? 

Some of these things may seem 
harmless, but truth is truth and a lie is a lie, 
just as sin is sin.  Whether we agree with the 
fees charged for products or services or not 
does not give us the “right” to lie to save 
some money.  What kind of example are 
we setting for others when we do this? 
What kind of example are we setting for our 
children?  We’re showing them that it’s ok 
to sin if it saves us money. 
 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. But you, man 
of God, flee from all this, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness.” 

—1 Timothy 6:10,11 
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Our integrity (or lack thereof) is 
revealed by what we do when 

we think no one is looking. 
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LOVE & 
COMPASSION 

D 
 

 

Finally we come to love.  Jesus’s 
sacrifice is the ultimate demonstration of 
God’s great love. 

 
"For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has 
not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come 
into the world, but men loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were 
evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
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and will not come into the light for fear that 
his deeds will be exposed.  But whoever 
lives by the truth comes into the light, so 
that it may be seen plainly that what he has 
done has been done through God." 

—John 3:16-21 
  
What is love?  Most people describe it 

as a feeling of deep affection, devotion, 
and caring, but I am coming to see that it is 
so much more.  The Bible tells us a lot about 
love. 

John 15:13 says, “Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his 
life for his friends.”  In this passage, Jesus 
isn’t just referring to a willingness to 
physically die for someone (like He did for 
us on the cross), but also a willingness to die 
to ourselves, to lay down our lives (our 
wants and desires) for Him and for others.  
In God’s eyes, love is defined by a 
willingness to sacrifice; a willingness to put 
others before ourselves.  True love is born 
from a selfless attitude and a humble heart. 

When Jesus was asked which is the 
greatest commandment He replied: 
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 “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: Love your neighbor 
as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.” 

—Matthew 22:36-40 

Paul reminds us of the same: 

“You, my brothers, were called to be free. 
But do not use your freedom to indulge the 
sinful nature; rather, serve one another in 
love. The entire law is summed up in a 
single command: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ If you keep on biting and 
devouring each other, watch out or you will 
be destroyed by each other.” 

—Galatians 5:13-15 

Do you love the unlovely?  Do you smile 
even if you feel you have no reason to? Are 
you compassionate—feeling what others 
feel?  What makes you laugh, cry, or get 
angry? Do you laugh at the misfortune of 
your enemies?  Do you laugh at yourself?  
Do you get angry when someone cuts you 
off in traffic or when someone makes fun of 
you? 
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True love for our fellow man (our 
brothers and sisters) is to be patient and 
kind, selfless and humble; willing to put 
others needs and wants before our own.  
True love is to be honest and respectful, 
compassionate and understanding, 
merciful, and forgiving.  True love is to be 
thankful and appreciative for what others 
do for us. 

Paul says it best in 1 Corinthians 13: 
 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I 
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to 
the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is 
not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
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tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know 
in part and we prophesy in part, but when 
perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I put childish ways 
behind me. Now we see but a poor 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known. 

And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 

 
It makes sense now.  We are told that 

God is love, but I’m not sure I ever really 
completely understood just what that 
meant until now.  God is love because of 
His character.  All of His personality traits are 
the very definition of what true love really is. 
He exemplifies love in His thoughts, words, 
emotions, and actions. 

The Ten Commandments are all about 
love!  Each commandment’s purpose is to 
teach us respect for God and for others, 
and to teach us to put others before 
ourselves; to teach us what love looks like.  
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So the question is, how do we learn to love 
like this? 

Jesus said: 
 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit. Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to 
you.  Abide in me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. If 
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. As the 
Father has loved me so have I loved you. 
Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s 
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commandments and abide in his love. 
These things I have spoken to you, that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full. 

This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you.  No 
longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known 
to you. You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father 
in my name, he may give it to you .These 
things I command you, so that you will love 
one another.” 

—John 15:1-17 
 
We learn to love by drawing closer to 

Him.  The more we press into and abide in 
Him and His word, the more natural that 
godly love for others will come to us.  It 
takes commitment. 
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CONCLUSION 

D 
 

 

I often ask the Lord to give me a greater 
revelation of who He is.  Through this study 
of Christ’s character He gave me that 
revelation, that “epiphany.”  I’m learning 
more and more that the more time I put in 
to studying His Word, the more revelations 
He gives me about His nature, my role here 
on earth, and my place in His kingdom.  
When we spend time in the Word of God, 
and ask Him to reveal the meaning of His 
Word to us, we learn more and more about 
Him.  Then we have the opportunity to 
hand ourselves over to Him as fresh clay to 
be molded and shaped into His image.  The 
more time we spend with Him, the more we 
will begin to reflect His image and shine 
with His light. 
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I don’t know about you, but I want to 
be able to look in the mirror and see Him 
staring back at me.  I want to shine with His 
light.  I am vowing from this point forward to 
spend more time buried in His Word, and 
not only that, but to make a conscious 
effort to apply His Word in my daily life.  I 
want to be able to love my fellow brethren 
with the love that Christ has for us. 

Won’t you join me in this pledge? 
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